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ORCHESTRA    OF ST JOHNôS 

 

A 
t the heart of OSJõs ethos is a commitment to increasing 
individual and community wellbeing through arts participation via 
world-class musical performances and a constellation of associated 
engagement projects, collaborative activities and research 

initiatives. 
  
Working with local, regional and international partners we run a range of 
community engagement projects which seek to break down barriers to arts 
participation and leverage the unique musical resources of our orchestra to 
create positive social impact in our communities. 
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I 
n collaboration with Somerville College, the Oxfordshire County 
Music Service (OCMS) and the University of Oxford Faculty of 
Music, OSJ is engaging with the young musicians of the Afghanistan 
National Institute of Music (ANIM) through a variety of online and in 

person educational and social interactions to cultivate musical and personal 
skills and develop mutual understandings across cultural boundaries. These 
include an ongoing mentorship programme for ANIM instrumentalists, 
conductors and composers, a distance musical mentorship programme 
between Oxford University and ANIM students, and a week-long residency 
in Oxford for the Afghan Womenõs Orchestra (Ensemble Zohra). The 
residency will to include workshops, academic panel discussions, 
community engagement activities and performances in Oxfordshire and 
London with OSJ, OCMS and OU student musicians. This is the first time 
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that the orchestra has travelled to the United Kingdom, and OSJ is pleased to 
be the driving force behind this historic event. 

Through this project we are cultivating cultural leaders by empowering 
students to become creative thinkers, building confidence through 
performance and skill acquisition, and collaborating with colleagues across 
cultural boundaries. We are fostering enduring relationships and networks 
between the young people already in places of opportunity in order to aid their 
further development into civic leaders in any field, be it in government, 
education, business, the arts, and most importantly, within their families and 
communities. 

Distance Music Lessons 
Currently OSJ is providing much-needed online music lessons for the students 
of ANIM in trumpet (Paul Archibald), composition (Toby Young) and 
conducting (Cayenna Ponchione). We are currently working to obtain funding 
to continue and build on this programme. Please 
contact admin@osj.org.uk for information on how to sponsor music lessons 
for a student at ANIM. 

Oxford-ANIM Musical Mentorship Programme 
Oxford University Students meet with younger students at regular intervals 
during term time, to discuss musical backgrounds and share musical 
experiences. The mentorship programme, in itõs pilot stage, is designed to 
build connections across cultural and physical boundaries. 

 

Afghan Womenõs Orchestra (Ensemble Zohra) Residency (12-19 
March 2019) 
The Afghan Womenõs Orchestra, Ensemble Zohra, will be in residence at 
Somerville College from the 12th-19th of March. During this time they will 
play alongside, OSJ, Oxford University, Harrow Young Musicians and Oxford 
County Music Service students, take part in masterclasses, panel discussions, 
and perform in schools concerts in Oxfordshire. They will perform at the 
Harrow Arts Centre, Sheldonian Theatre, Holywell Music room and Lancaster 
House. 
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D 
isplaced Voices is an umbrella initiative that encompasses a 
constellation of engagement projects and initiatives which bring 
together school and university students with the professional musicians 
of OSJ, community members, refugees and asylum seekers through 

musical participation, and raises awareness about refugee issues in Oxfordshire 
through artistic expression in orchestral performance. 

See and hear the fruits of this project at a number of public concerts and events: 

30th November 2018 Dorchester Abbey 

18th January 2019 Somerville College Chapel 

19th January 2019 Kingõs Place, London 

https://www.osj.org.uk/event/galway-plays-mozart-at-dorchester/
https://www.kingsplace.co.uk/whats-on/classical/displaced-voices/
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There are three exciting components of the Displaced Voices project: 

Oxford Spires Academy Collaboration 
Associate conductor Cayenna Ponchione and composer Toby Young are working 
with four talented refugees from the Oxford Spires Academy to assist them with 
creating orchestral ôbacking tracksõ to spoken word performance of their own 
poetry. The students will perform their own works live with OSJ, conducted by 
Cayenna. 

This project builds on the successes of the Oxford Spires Academy award 
winning poetry programme developed by Kate Clanchy, which over the past 
decade, has supported young migrants and refugees as they develop English 
language skills and process their extraordinary journeys. 
More recently, the programmeõs extraordinary literary achievements have 
included Amineh Abou Kerech winning the 2017 Betjeman prize and a 
commercial publication by Picador England: Poems from a School. 
 
Displaced Voices Song Cycle 
Three professional composers, Sadie Harrison, Shirley Thompson and Toby 
Young, have been commissioned to set poems from England: Poems from a 
School for mezzo soprano Charlotte Tetley and the OSJ strings. 
The first commission from the project has already been performed at a Panel 
Discussion event at Somerville College which explored the unique issues facing 
women refugees in the United Kingdom; Sadie Harrisonõs My Hazara People ð a 
setting of words written by recent Oxford Spires Academy (OSA) 
graduate, Shukria Reazei (read her poem here). 
 
Music-making with detainees at Campsfield House 
OSJ musicians will travel to the Immigration Removal Centre, Campsfield 
House, alongside community members and students, to engage detainees in 
hands-on music-making activities. The group will use a method of semi-
structured improvisation that employs hand signaling to create unique but 
cohesive large ensemble improvisations with any combination of instruments and 
voices from people of all different musical backgrounds and skill levels. 

 

Want to get involved? Training and practice sessions for anyone wishing to 
be involved are running at the Faculty of Music from 7-9pm every Wednesday 
evening during October and November 2018. Visit the Rhythm & Signs 
Facebook Page here for regular updates. 

https://www.osj.org.uk/event/galway-plays-mozart-at-dorchester/
https://www.kingsplace.co.uk/whats-on/classical/displaced-voices/
http://www.sadieharrisoncomposer.co.uk/index.html
https://shirleythompsonmusic.com/
http://theothertoby.com/
http://theothertoby.com/
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Exploring environmental 
values and responsibility 
through artistic expression 

I 
n Our Hands explores notions of 
environmental responsibility and 
stewardship through creative arts practices 
that engage people in contemplating the 

cultural and personal value of natural resources with a particular focus on 
WATER.  
 
OSJ musicians, in partnership with educational institutions, local artists and 
poets (e.g. Merlin Porter, Ali Avery, the Tandem Collective), would engage 
students in several Oxfordshire schools, or OYAP, in discussions and artistic 
projects aimed at fostering awareness and personal reflection. 



Tickets www.osj.org.uk   

 

C 
hristine Cairns, the wife of John Lubbock OBE, founded the charity 
Music For Autism fifteen years ago when their youngest son was 
diagnosed with autism. Since then the charity has enabled members of 
the Orchestra of St Johnõs to give interactive concerts to 45,000 

children and 30,000 carers and teachers at special schools all over the UK. There 
is a flourishing branch in the USA, and MFA International  has been set up to take 
the charityõs work to other countries starting in Abu Dhabi and Hong Kong. 
 
The partnership between OSJ and MFA is unique, as is the fact that the artistic 
director of the orchestra takes part in every single concert the charity promotes in 
the UK. See www.musicforautism.org.uk. 
 
Alice Langtree, Special Needs consultant and member of British Council Disability 
Advisory Panel writes:   
 
�Ḿuch has been written about the benefits of music for those on the autistic spectrum; the non
-verbal, non-threatening nature of music providing an opportunity to connect and 
communicate is well rehearsed on paper.   
 
�´�7�K�R�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���D�X�W�L�V�W�L�F���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P�����V�R�P�H���Z�L�W�K���H�D�U���G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���U�H�D�G�\���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H�����V�R�P�H���U�R�F�N�L�Q�J����
flapping or making their noises to manage their stress levels came and stood, sat in the rows 
of chairs or the floor as seemed best to them.  
 
�´�7�K�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�R�U���X�V�H�G���J�H�V�W�X�U�H���W�R���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���D���G�L�I�I�L�G�H�Q�W���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�Q���Z�K�R���Z�D�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G���W�R��
�F�R�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���W�K�H���R�U�F�K�H�V�W�U�D�����7�K�H���\�R�X�Q�J���P�D�Q�·�V���V�H�O�I���H�V�W�H�H�P���Z�D�V���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�¶�O�H�D�S�V���D�Q�G���E�R�X�Q�G�V�·���D�V���K�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�G���H�Y�H�U���P�R�U�H���G�U�D�P�D�W�L�F���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���¶�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�R�U���J�H�V�W�X�U�H�V�·����
responding sensitively and accurately to the ethos and timing of the music.  His posture 
straightened, his shoulders loosened and his grin brought a moment of sheer joy to those who 
have spent long hours alongside him helping him to connect with the world around.  
 
�´�,�Q���R�Y�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���V�X�F�K���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���,���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U��
before witnessed something that benefitted each individual child no matter how locked into 
�W�K�H�L�U���R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�O�G�V���µ 


