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        Changing lives with the power of music 

“We want to bring music of the highest quality to all, especially to those who may be unable to 

access it [for various reasons]. The best must be there for all.” John Lubbock 

About OSJ 

• Workshops for young people with special educational needs 

• Projects with refugees and the disadvantaged in our community 

• Our flagship Proms series at the Ashmolean Museum 

• Sell-out concerts at Dorchester Abbey 

• My Music at Wigmore Hall 

 

OSJ continues to deliver high quality performances demonstrating its commitment to 

musical excellence and enterprise. In 2018 and 2019 our community projects extended our 

partnerships in Oxfordshire and we increased our audiences by 50%. We promote inclusivity 

and diversity in music through our community outreach programme Music for Everyone, 

which engages with thousands of disadvantaged people each year in Oxford and beyond.  

We champion contemporary music; our composer in residence won the Guardian/BBC 

Proms Young Composer of the Year. Our Music for Autism workshops reach over 6000 

children in Special Educational Needs schools per year. 

 

OSJ concert at Dorchester Abbey  

… the sheer quality of playing and the sensitivity of the accompaniment was every singer’s dream. Sir Simon 
Rattle 
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The need for our work   

OSJ’s mission is to serve the community in Oxfordshire with musical excellence. We seek to 

break down barriers to arts participation, and inspire positive change and engagement 

within the community and are committed to building new audiences for over 30 ticketed 

concerts per year including those who might not otherwise attend a classical concert.  

OSJ is committed to supporting young musicians and nurturing their talent: our Young 

Performers scheme provides the opportunity for young musicians to flourish as soloists in 

the early stages of their careers, irrespective of background. John Lubbock personally selects 

and invites up to 30 young musicians per year, headhunted from music colleges. 

We have a rich history of commissioning and performing new works supporting emerging 

composers. Dr Toby Young joined us as our latest Composer in Residence in 2018. OSJ is also 

collaborating with Evelyn Glennie on a series of concertos. 

OSJ performance with Sheku Kanneh-Mason (BBC Young Musician of the Year 2016)  …an orchestra of this 

calibre willing to take the risk of sharing its privileged platform with raw talent under development is inspiring 

and gratifying. The Royal Academy of Music 

 

 

Music for Everyone projects bring music to disadvantaged communities in Oxfordshire. OSJ 

was awarded transformational Arts Council England funding in 2018, 2019 and 2020 which 

enabled us to upscale the delivery of our innovative community outreach projects led by 

OSJ’s Associate Conductor and Director of Community Engagement Dr Cayenna Ponchione-

Bailey.  

Our vision is to open up access to classical music for young people from all backgrounds 

and cultures. OSJ musicians share their expertise, through workshops and mentoring, to 

inspire and nurture skill development in performance, composition, conducting and creative 

collaboration. OSJ has cultivated a network of partnerships with peer organisations, charities 

and educational institutions in Oxfordshire including the Faculty of Music, the University of 

Oxford, Oxford Spires Academy, Blackbird Leys CDI and the Afghanistan National Institute 

of Music (distance learning).  
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Our Displaced Voices (2018) project, working with young refugees in Oxford, engaged with 

over 1,000 people in the local community. OSJ facilitated the first UK residency for the 

Afghan Women’s Orchestra, with concerts in Oxford and London in 2019. 

 
Dr Cayenna Ponchione-Bailey and Dr Toby Young with students taking part in Displaced Voices (2018) 

…Cayenna is a life force whose commitment to music and social justice is inspirational. Classical Music Blog 

 

 

 

Music for Autism workshops have been delivered by OSJ musicians for over 15 years. Since 

the birth of his autistic son OSJ’s Founder, John Lubbock OBE, has worked tirelessly to bring 

the joy of classical music to young people with special education needs and disabilities. 

Music for Autism provides an annual programme of accessible workshops for young people 

in special educational needs schools. The demand for school workshop bookings now 

exceeds our capacity for 70 workshops per year, engaging with over 6,000 young people at 

schools in Oxfordshire and beyond.  

OSJ also performs Relaxed Concerts for people of all ages, who might otherwise have had 

little opportunity to attend a live performance due to complex needs. These accessible 

concerts break with convention to engage the audience in relaxed, non-traditional settings.  

Music for Autism workshop led by John Lubbock, OBE 

…I have never before witnessed something that benefitted each individual child no matter how locked into their 

own worlds. Alice Langtree, Special Needs Consultant  

…I applaud the work of this charity for not only focusing on young children with autism, but also aiming to 

improve the lives of young adults with autism… Cherie Blair 
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At our My Music series at the Wigmore Hall famous people talk about their lives and passions; we 

play their choice of music live in concert.  

                                

                     
My Music, Wigmore Hall: distinguished personalities talk about their lives, illustrated by their choice of soundtrack 

played live by OSJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Us  

OSJ, a registered charity, relies on raising over £300,000 annually from individuals, trusts 

and foundations and public funding to continue its core activities. Ticket income covers just 

20% of OSJ’s running costs per year. 

We are seeking pledges from OSJ benefactors of £10,000 for three years in support of our 

expanding Music for Everyone and Music for Autism community outreach programme. This 

will enable OSJ to continue to build new audiences and to share our musical expertise with 

the Oxfordshire community, which is the very heart of OSJ’s mission.   

We are seeking major benefactions of £50,000 for five years in support of OSJ’s core concert 
series and activities, this will enable us to continue to deliver a programme of musical 
excellence, supporting our Young Performers, commissioning new compositions, our annual 
Ashmolean Proms and My Music series at Wigmore Hall.   

 

Contact Simon Payne, General Administrator for further information:   

+44 (0)7775 904626  admin@osj.org.uk 
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